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Thailand 
Customs Re-launched Voluntary Disclosure Program in May 2010 
 
The Director General of Thai Customs Department has recently approved the Post-Clearance 
Audit Bureau to re-launch a voluntary disclosure program from 15 May 2010 to 30 September 
2010, where the importers, exporters and related parties can audit themselves and voluntarily 
disclose to the Customs on any potential customs risks or customs offences found from their self-
audit.   
 
Those who voluntarily reports to the Customs Department on the potential customs risks and/or 
customs offences that result in shortage of import duties and taxes, e.g. false declaration of tariff 
code, undervalue declaration, misuse of customs privilege and BOI privilege,...etc., shall be 
eligible for a waiver of import duty penalty and VAT penalty and shall only be subjected to the 
payment of import duty shortage, VAT shortage and surcharge 1.5% per month.  Such waiver is 
based on 2 conditions as follows: 
 
1) The customs risks and/or customs offences are not caused or made intentionally, and 
2) The right to participate in the Customs Voluntary Disclosure Program is only 1 time per 

company (those who previously utilized the right shall not be permitted to join this program). 
 
However, importation of restricted goods without import licenses and hand-carrying or smuggling 
goods into Thailand without duly processing import customs formality will be deemed as 
intentional customs offences and will not be eligible for a waiver of penalties under the Customs 
Voluntary Disclosure Scheme.   
 
Importers as well as relevant entities therefore are advised to take this golden opportunity by 
making self-audit and declaring any potential customs risks found to the Customs Department 
during 15 May 2010 to 30 September 2010 so as to minimize duty exposures and comply with 
customs regulations. 
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BRYAN CAVE INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Bryan Cave International Trade (“BCIT”) is a strategic operations consultancy that provides clients 
with the strategic and operational advice they need to anticipate, react to and benefit from the 
diverse and constantly evolving regulatory and competitive landscape of the global business 
environment. Whether clients are planning their entry into a specific market or exploring options 
for locating various business functions, whether they want to take a proactive approach towards 
ensuring compliance with customs and regulatory requirements or seek to defend and resolve a 
matter with the authorities, whether they want to capitalize on cost-savings opportunities under 
trade agreements or design effective countermeasures against illicit trade, Bryan Cave 
International Trade is dedicated to assisting clients achieve their goals. 

BCIT operates in Bangkok, Beijing, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Shanghai, Singapore and 
Tokyo, and covers Australia, Cambodia, India, Korea, New Zealand, Taiwan, Vietnam, and other 
markets in the region. Our consultants include former senior customs and trade officials, and 
customs, tax and trade practitioners with years of experience and broad contacts in their 
respective countries and in the region. These specialists have years of experience advising 
clients on customs compliance audit, including classification, valuation, transfer pricing, duty 
drawback, country of origin, free trade agreements and other preferential tariff schemes, as well 
as other international trade subjects. 

BCIT is a subsidiary of the law firm Bryan Cave LLP, an international law firm headquartered in 
the United States. Benefiting from the Firm’s “one firm” philosophy which has eliminated internal 
economic and geographic boundaries, Bryan Cave International Trade also brings to our clients 
the extensive expertise and resources of Bryan Cave lawyers and professional staff worldwide. 

If you have any comments or questions with regard to this Bulletin or any matters discussed 
herein, or if you are interested in finding out more about BCIT’s services, please contact any of 
the persons listed below: 

 
Cecil Leong 
Chief Executive Officer 
cecil.leong@bryancavetrade.com 
+65 6403 6388 
 

Malika Bhumivarn 
Managing Director 
malika.bhumivarn@bryancavetrade.com 
+66 2 625 6399 

Anthony Kerr 
Senior Director 
tony.kerr@bryancavetrade.com 
+86 21 2308 3000 
 

Kittipong Jangkamolkulchai, PhD 
Associate Director 
kittipong.jangkamolkulchai@bryancavetrade.com 
+66 2 625 6333 

Wong Chian Voen 
Associate Director 
chianvoen.wong@bryancavetrade.com 
+86 21 2308 3000 
 

Tatsuya Kanemitsu 
Senior Manager, Customs & Trade 
tatsuya.kanemitsu@bryancavetrade.com 
+813 5532 7413 

Stephanie Wong 
Senior Manager, Customs & Trade 
stephanie.wong@bryancavetrade.com 
+65 6403 6391 
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